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Council Members Present:

Center Directors: Dave Nelson, Al Tolbert, Melissa Madill, Teresa Torres

Non-Center Directors: Dee Ann Hart, Keith Coros, Richard Simmers

Ex-Officio (non-voting): Carol Baker – DSU (VR)
Prior to the meeting  (Audio)
Ramona Harvey asked the council that all the information and documents she had requested be sent to her electronically to her e-mail be given to her before the meeting. (She has been making this request for the past several months as part of an ADA accommodation/modification that she had repeatedly asked for).  She has made this council aware that she needed information sent to her electronically, due to her disability, not only as a member of the public, but also when she was a member of the council.  Since the council had not accommodated her needs and she had not received the information in the format she needed she asked both the Chair Dee Ann Hart, and Secretary Al Tolbert directly to at least give her copies of all the documents she had requested prior to the meeting.   

While Ramona waited for them to collect the documents they were going to discuss as well as the documents she had previously requested, she attempted to help Council member Teresa Torres, access her required accommodation of an Audio-loop.  
How the Meeting Began (Begin Audio An Accommodation request ignored)
Concerned because she had not received any of the documents she had on numerous occasions requested be sent to her electronically prior to the meeting.  Ramona asked another member of the public who also needed information in electronic format if he had received any documentation like minutes or the agenda prior or anything from the council prior to the meeting.  He had not.
(Note: Dee Ann Hart began to start the meeting without even attempting to make sure that Ramona Harvey at least had hard copies of the documents that should have been sent to her prior to the meeting in electronic format.   

Dee Ann Hart started the meeting knowing that Ramona had not yet received the documents in the format that she requested to accommodate her needs as a person with a disability, and further Ramona had not even been given the hard copies of the documents that were going to be discussed even though she specifically requested to be given those documents and the documents she had previously requested that prior to the meeting.  See Audio )
Announcements

Dee Ann Hart announced that there was an audio-loop for anyone who may need an assisted listening device and also interpreters.  She directed people who needed audio-loops to get them from the side table themselves.  She then asked Al Tolbert for a roll call.
Person with disability asked council to attempt to address their accommodation needs
Ramona Harvey interjected and asked that before the council meeting began she be given the documents that were not sent to her in electronically by e-mail as she requested so that she could have those documents for the meeting and not have to interrupt.

Dee Ann Hart told Ramona to see the Secretary after the meeting.

Ramona Harvey told the council she actually needed to track what was going on at the meeting.  She asked the council again to please just give her the documents.  She asked them to get to her the agenda, the minutes, and the other documents she had requested including all the documents that they intended to discuss at this meeting and all the documents they discussed at the last meeting, all of which were supposed to be sent to her electronically though they were not. She was told that there were copies of the agenda and minutes and was interrupted before she could finish her request. (End Audio)
(Begin Audio - Council member disregarded and denied documentation)

Al Tolbert interrupted her calling for roll.  All Tolbert quickly went through Roll call stating who is present and who was missing. 
Council Member Teresa Torres asked the council to wait a minute.

Dee Ann announced that there was a quorum.

Approval of Minutes

Dee Ann Hart asked for a motion to approve the minutes.

Ramona Harvey noted that none of the things that she had stated for the record are on the draft minutes.  She stated she wanted the council to be aware of this before they approved the minutes.  She was ignored.

Al Tolbert made a motion to approve the January Minutes.

Council member Teresa Torres indicated that she was not able to hear.  
Dee Ann stated Al Tolbert had made a motion to approve and she asked for a second.

Keith Coros Seconded
Dee Ann asked for a vote.

Teresa Torres reminded the chair that there needed to be opportunity for discussion after a motion before the council voted on that motion.

Dee Ann asked if there was any discussion from any ICOIL board members.

Teresa Torres noted the council did not have a board, but that she was a member and that she had sent questions to all the members of the council, and she asked that those questions be addressed as the minutes were actually being passed.

Dee Ann Hart asked when the questions had been sent.

Teresa Torres indicated that she had sent them the day before.  But she said that she would be happy to repeat the questions for the council.

Dee Ann stated she had not currently seen those questions so the questions would be addressed at the next meeting.

Teresa asked them to wait a minute because she could let the council know what the questions were right then. She wanted to know if there was a reason why the questions could not be asked and addressed by the council right then.

Richard Simmers stated there was a motion on the floor.

Dee Ann stated there was a motion on the floor.

Teresa noted that, and that the council was currently in discussion, and that as part of that discussion she wanted to know if the council had gotten a copy of her questions she had e-mailed.  She noted Dee Ann stated they had not received it.  She stated she wanted to finish the rest of the discussion.

Teresa Torres asked for clarification if she was correct that the January draft minutes had not been discussed last month because there was not a meeting.

Dee Ann Hart stated Teresa was correct, that there was no meeting last month because notice of the meeting had not been properly provided to the public.
Teresa Torres then asked who made the decision not to have a meeting.

Dee Ann stated the chair made the decision.

Teresa Torres repeated her question again asking if what they were saying was the chair made a decision to cancel a meeting.  Dee Ann agreed that she had made the decision.

Ramona Harvey said, “Wait a minute”

Teresa continued stating she had a couple of quick questions about the minutes that the council was about to approve.

Teresa Torres stopped what she is saying to let the council know that she was hearing everyone talk.  She let the council know that whatever the device was that they had for her it was not an audio-loop that is connected directly to the speakers.  She noted that it was not what she needed, and that she still could not hear what was going on, but that now she was hearing several side conversations.  She asked for some cooperation so that she would be able to hear.

Teresa Torres continued with her question about the minutes.  She noted at the end of the minutes the minutes indicated that two members of the public stated some things.  She asked if that was how the council was going to summarize comments from the public.  She stated that it would be a better idea to say what the members of the public actually said, given the requirements the council has to get input from the general public.  She noted that if council did not put what the public was actually saying then later, when the council was working on the state plan, they are not able to go back later to see what had been said.
She reiterated her concern about the minutes just saying that two people said something because that gives no information about what kind of input the public brought to the council.

Ramona Harvey stated that this was exactly what she was talking about earlier actually because none of the stuff that she had said for the record got in the record.

Teresa asked the council to consider this when adopting the minutes.  She then noted that she honestly could not hear anything with the device she had been given except people moving things around.
Dee Ann Hart told Teresa Torres that the council appreciated her comment and that they would take it under advisement.  Dee Ann said something further, about public comment, but it was difficult to understand.

Ramona Harvey asked Dee Ann to please speak into the microphone.

Dee Ann Hart said that she was speaking into the microphone.
Ramona Harvey and Teresa Torres indicated that she was not.

Dee Ann Hart stated she could hear herself in the microphone.

Teresa Torres indicated that she could not hear, and Ramona Harvey stated she was having difficulty hearing as well.

Teresa Torres tried to explain to Dee Ann Hart, that she does have a hearing loss just like Dee Ann has a visual impairment.

Dee Ann Hart stated she wanted to move forward with the meeting.  Dee Ann stated again that she was going to take the comments under advisement.

Teresa Torres tried to communicate that it was a current issue that needed to be addressed, before the council voted.
Dee Ann Hart noted that Teresa Torres was a member of the council and that she was welcome to sit at the table if she wanted to there as a council member.
Teresa Torres stated that she did not wish to sit at the table and there is no requirement that she does sit at the table.
Dee Ann Hart asked Teresa that if she was not going to sit at the table, to then allow the herself and the council to continue with the business at hand.

Teresa Torres pointed out that she was a member of the council, and that there had been a motion and a second to pass minutes.  She noted that as a council member she had questions and asked that there be a discussion.  Teresa noted that she was not able to hear what was going on through the device that was given to her and so Dave’s recommendation was to simply move on and address the issue later.  

Teresa Torres stated that if the council was not going to address the questions that she raised at the appropriate time on the agenda, then the minutes could not be voted on.  She reiterated she was a member of the council with questions.

Dee Ann Hart asked if anyone at the table had any comments or any response to Teresa.

Ramona Harvey pushed her wheelchair up to the table.  Ramona noted that she was at the table, and that she actually thought Teresa was saying something important. Ramona Harvey asked the council to please listen to what Teresa Torres was saying.
Several council members discussed what to do, and it was determined that Teresa Torres should be allowed to make comments.

Teresa Torres stated again, that the council who was responsible for soliciting and considering input from the public needed to have minutes that indicated what the issues and concerns were that were brought to the council by the public.  She noted that simply saying two individuals came and commented on several things did not achieve that objective.  She further noted that whomever came had to take the time out of their day to get to the meeting, and to not put what was said in the minutes is extremely disrespectful to the public or anyone that comes to a meeting.

Teresa noted that the meeting minutes need to be modified so that the minutes actually say whomever said whatever they said, rather then just dismissing the public by saying some people said some things.  She noted this was one concern.  That she was submitting for the council’s consideration.
Dee Ann Hart stated the council would take that under advisement.

Teresa pointed out that if the council was going to vote on the minutes that they needed to take it under advisement right then before they actually voted.  She noted you don’t take something like that under advisement after you vote.

Dave Nelson asked Teresa if she had any other comments because he was curious as to what those comments might be.

Teresa noted she had a question about the finance committee report.  She noted that she saw that the chair had spoken to the committee by phone and e-mail, and she stated that she was really concerned about this because there have already been written findings from the open door law people that say this is not a good way to do things.  She wouldn’t belabor that she knew it was a little late to do anything about that, but she wanted to note it.

Teresa Torres also noted that at the last meeting Dave Nelson made a motion that the council direct the DSU to develop a contract.  It was decided at that meeting that a contract could be developed for $213,420.  Teresa Torres stated for the record that as a member of the council she had not seen one single document about why the council is going to contract with someone else to do the job the council is supposed to be doing.  
Teresa Torres also noted that there was no RFP process.  She expressed concern about the legal ramifications of there not being an RFP process and the accuracy of the minutes.  She pointed out that the minutes said that the contract would be developed no later then January 22, 2008.  

Teresa Torres noted that if that contract has in fact already been developed, then what the council has done is firstly it has taken legal and financial action on behalf of the council without all council members being advised.  Then secondly the council did this without benefit of a public bid which was problematic.

Dee Ann Hart asked Teresa Torres if she had anything else to say.  

Teresa Torres asked again for clarification, if what Dee Ann stated before the meeting got started was the she had made the decision to cancel the meeting.  Dee Ann indicated that this was true.

Teresa stated that was pretty much what she had to say, but she noted that there was nothing in the minutes about a financial report and she wanted to know if there was one.  She wanted to know if there was a financial statement because in the e-mail that she sent she had noted that she had not seen any.  

Teresa noted that even though she had been on a leave of absence she has only gotten three e-mails in a year, and none of those e-mails included any 704 reports, or state plans, finance committee reports, financial reports, or anything about a contract or any of this stuff.  She noticed that looking at the minutes there are all kinds of things about people spending money and making awards, but that she does not see anything about people talking about it. 
Dee Ann Hart began to respond to Teresa Torres, but she was hard to hear.

Ramona Harvey asked Dee Ann to speak into the microphone because she was actually having trouble hearing herself.
Dee Ann stated that she did not think there was a written report on the financial report.
Ramona Harvey asked what the documents that the council had discussed in January were then.  She wanted to know if that was just about the contract with Terry Brigance.

Teresa Torres stated that she was trying to understand.  She noted that when the council met and discussed the finances, that they had to have something to look at.  She asked if she was correct about that.

Dee Ann Hart stated that the council did not necessarily have something to look at.

Teresa Torres said, “So what you are telling me is that you’re going to award $213,000 dollars without anyone looking at any documents at all?”

Dee Ann Hart stated that the contract that was being discussed is not in writing yet.  Dee Ann stated that this would be discussed later on in the current meeting.

Teresa tried to clarify that what she was asking for was any papers or written documents that the council used during their consideration of the award.  To date Teresa reiterated that she had not received a copy of the state plan or nobody told her anything about any meetings, and she noted that she did not know what summary was used to provide the reason for the price.  She noted that she had not seen any of that.  She asked that if the council was going to have a discussion about that anyone who was not in on the discussion have access to the records and documents that you reference during that discussion. (END AUDIO CLIP)
(Begin Audio Chair openly gives the public's voice away without permission)

Dee Ann Hart thanked Teresa.  Dee Ann then noted she had now had an opportunity to speak for the public.

Ramona Harvey objected stating “Wait a minute, she does not speak for me.” Ramona was ignored.

Teresa Torres also objected stating that she was not speaking for the public.

Dee Ann Hart addressed Teresa objection stating that because she was sitting in the public.
Ramona Harvey strongly objected saying “Excuse me, but Teresa does not speak for me, and I would appreciate it if you allowed me to speak for myself.”

Dee Ann Hart stated that what she said was that Teresa spoke FROM the public. (PS Note: originally it does sound like she said FOR, listen to the audio for yourself.)

Teresa Torres noted that if Dee Ann would use the microphone then people may be able to hear her.

Dave Nelson stated that he called for the question, and he believed that took a two thirds vote.  He was not heard right away, so he repeated himself.  
Dee Ann Hart acknowledged Dave Nelson’s call for the question, and agreed with him that a call for the question took two thirds vote to stop discussion.  They discussed whether or not they could do that with the current number of council members present.  Dave Nelson, and Dee Ann decided that they could because it was two thirds of the people that were present.

Dee Ann Hart asked for a Vote on the question.
The vote on the question was passed, Teresa Torres did not vote.

Teresa Torres asked for clarification if that meant that the council was not going to discuss any of the points that she had raised.  She was ignored.  

Teresa Torres asked them to at least answer the question. She was ignored.

Dee Ann asked for a vote of all the people in favor of approving the minutes as written.
All council members that were sitting at the table voted to approve the minutes as written, Teresa Torres did not vote.  Minutes were approved. (END AUDIO CLIP)
Approval of The Agenda  (Begin Audioclip Agenda approval)

Dee Ann Hart noted that she had skipped over the agenda.  She asked if everyone has seen the agenda.

Ramona Harvey stated that she had not seen the agenda, and she asked the council to please give her a copy.

Dee Ann Hart stated that the agenda was passed out.

Ramona Harvey noted that all she had was the draft minutes.

Dee Ann Hart stated that there were two separate forms put out there.  Fellow members of the public helped Ramona locate a copy of the agenda.  While Ramona was trying to locate the agenda, Dee Ann continued and asked for a vote to approve the agenda.

Before a vote could be taken, Ramona Harvey asked where public comment or the addressing of any of her official requests on the agenda.  Ramona was ignored.
Dave Nelson moved to accept the agenda.  Someone seconded (PS Note: Think Richard Simers seconded hard to tell they were not using microphones)
Dee Ann began to ask for all the people in favor of approving the agenda.  Meanwhile Council member Teresa Torres, attempted to point out to the council, before they actually voted, that what they needed to do was have a discussion.  The council ignored her.  While Council member Teresa Torres tried to tell them that there needed to be a discussion after a motion, and that she had something to discuss the rest of the council ignored her and voted anyway.   They ignored her until the vote was cast.  (PS note: I doubt that Teresa with her hearing loss heard this, I had trouble, and it was very hard to track… not making this up, listen to the audio yourself.)  
Council member Teresa Torres tried to communicate in a reasonable way that she had some discussion regarding the Agenda.
 After the voted to approve the agenda, Dee Ann stopped ignoring Teresa Torres and stated that there was no discussion before the vote was taken, so why should there be discussion now.  (Not making up, listen to the audio)
Teresa Torres asked why because you said all in favor?  She reminded Dee Ann that there was a motion and a second, and that before you vote to approve it that the council had to allow for discussion.
Teresa Torres noted that in the E-mail that nobody has yet to receive there were a list of items that she had asked to be included under old business.  Because she has not gotten the information despite about a dozen requests on her part.  She asked that the council if they were not going to address those issues now, that they at least add the item other under old business so that when they get to that point they could address those things that she could at least remember.

She gave the example of  her still trying to figure out why she has not gotten any information, or why her requests for information has been ignored, as one of the things that needed to be added to the agenda under old business.

Dee Ann Hart stated that she could not speak to any of Teresa Torres’ concerns because she did not have a copy of that in front of her.

Teresa Torres asked Dee Ann why she could not put other on the agenda, and then when they got to the point on the agenda where it was time to address these issues then allow Teresa to tell her what they are.

Dee Ann Hart responded by telling Teresa to list all of her issues right then.

Teresa Torres reminded Dee Ann, that Dee Ann was neither her mother nor her teacher, but that an e-mail was sent and though she did not have it in front of her and she could go and get it before the council gets to that place on the Agenda.
Dee Ann stated she had a time limit today so they needed to postpone that until the next meeting.

Ramona Harvey noted that the room was reserved from 1-4.

Teresa Torres let Dee Ann Hart know that she was not able to hear her, and noted her frustration because if she were to come up closer then Dee Ann would view that as a threat.

Dee Ann Hart repeated what she said into the microphone.  She stated that she had a time limit today, but that she would be glad to address Teresa at a later time after she has had the opportunity to look at it.

Teresa Torres then asked if Dee Ann Hart could at least put her issues on next month’s agenda.

Dee Ann Hart said that she would not speak to next months agenda at this time because she was conduction the current meeting.

Teresa Torres noted that she was making a reasonable request that she sent an e-mail that with some things that needed to be addressed, and that Dee Ann had indicated that she had not seen that e-mail, and so now Teresa said, the request was could the council at least tell her when those issues are going to be added to the agenda and addressed or talked.  She noted the council would not even do that.

Teresa Torres stated that all she wanted was for the council to tell her when they were going to address these issues and she will stop.

Dee Ann Hart responded by telling Teresa if she wanted those issues addressed then, that if she had them in front of her then she could speak to those issues, or her other option was to drop it for today, and let the council get on with business.

Teresa Torres reiterated, that she would be happy to drop it for today, if Dee Ann as chair, would just identify the date or meeting time when you will either come to that meeting and say either: I have seen your e-mail, and we don’t want to talk about it or I have seen your e-mail and we will talk about it.
Teresa asked the council to give her some kind of date rather then leaving it up in the air.
Dave Nelson called for the question.  Someone Seconded.

Dee Ann Hart asked for the vote on the call to the question.  All the council members sitting at the table voted to accept the call to the question.  Council member Teresa Torres did not vote. The call to the question was accepted.

Next Dee Ann Hart took a vote on the agenda.
Though they were not using the microphones and it was hard to hear, all members of the council sitting at the table voted to approve the agenda. Council Member Teresa Torres did not vote.  The agenda was approved. (END AUDIO)
(Begin Audio – Council offers person with hearing loss, interpreters they can't use)
(Important Peoples Secretary NOTE:  This is not the first time this person was offered sign language interpreters even though it is known that this person does not know sign-language. – a year ago, April 2007 the ICOIL meeting (which should not have happened anyway because there was no public notice) was cancelled because the council did not have the requested audio-loop. At that time, Teresa made it absolutely clear that interpreters were not an appropriate accommodation for her particular situation.  See information regarding the April 2007 meeting at HTTP://www.onecandream.com/ICOIL/documents) 
Teresa Torres moved a chair closer to the other council members. As she did so, she explained to the council that while she was not sure what the device she was given was, 
it was not an audio-loop.

Dee Ann Hart responded by asking Teresa if by putting the chair where she was if what she was trying to say was that she needed to have interpreters.
Teresa Torres told Dee Ann that she was not saying needed an interpreter. Teresa asked Dee Ann if there really was a need to have this conversation again.   She told Dee Ann that she did not know sign language and because she can’t hear she is sitting close so that she can hear because the device that the council does not work, and so she has to sit close to hear.
David Nelson got Dee Ann’s attention and told her advised her to just leave it alone and continue.

Dee Ann Stated the next thing on the agenda was the report of officers and committees.

(END Audio) 
Report of Officers and Committees  (Begin Audio – Reports Note: The DSU)
Dee Ann asked if there were any committee Reports that needed to be discuss.

Ramona Harvey asked a question of when the committees met.

Dee Ann Hart asked if any committee chairs have had anything that has come up which needs to be discussed at the meeting.

Teresa Torres asked if there were any public policies which the council needed to be talking about.

Dee Ann Hart asked if there was any Report from the DSU.

DSU Report
Carol Baker said that the DSU has engaged in reorganization activities.  She talked about several peoples promotions, (SEE AUDIO).  Update on maintenance of effort grants, the original categories were school to work transition, corporate development, outreach program, and technological innovation.  Carol said these thngs had significant impact on spending and caseload growth (PS note: without indicating how it has done so. See Audio)  The new grants for this year/next year will not have any broad solicitations, but will focus on three initiatives those being transition, corporate development, the SSA/VR Ticket to Work Program.  They are also trying to engage in cost reduction and modernization.  Carol Baker said a bunch more stuff (SEE AUDIO)  

After she stated she was finished with the report. Al Tolbert made a statement, and asked a question, but he was not speaking into the microphone and was not easily understood.

Ramona Harvey stated that she did not understand what Al Tolbert was saying and asked him to speak into the microphone.  She was ignored.  So Ramona repeated again that she did not understand what Al Tolbert had just said, and asked that someone repeat what he said for her.  After a pause where nobody repeated what he said, she reinforced that she really wanted to know what was said by saying please.
Carol Baker stated Al asked if Bruce McKay’s job is going to change when working with the centers. And that she had responded no, and he had asked for her minutes and she had told him she would get those to him after the meeting.

Ramona thanked Carol for repeating what was said.  (END AUDIO)
Unfinished Business (Begin Audio – SILC Congress - how it helped)
Dee Ann Hart noted that council members were supposed to come back and give a brief report on what they learned.  She directed people to look in the notebook that she passed out to council members today that there were a couple of pieces of materials that came from the SILC BINDER.

Teresa Torres raised her hand and tried to get the council’s attention to let them know she did not get a binder.

Ramona Harvey told the council that she did not get any of those documents.  She was ignored.

Dee Ann explained one of the documents is a copy of what an IL network would look like in a perfect world.

Ramona Harvey asked to please have one of the binders or blue folders with the papers that were being discussed.  She was ignored.

Dee Ann notes there was also a SILC quiz that can also be downloaded.  She stated there is also some information from the NCIL conference.

Teresa Torres, went up to the table to get her folder.  Dee Ann directed Teresa to her folder.  Teresa took her folder and asked if they had any folders for the public.  Teresa was ignored. Ramona Harvey told the council again that she had requested to have any information that the council was going to discuss.  She stated she really did the information if the council was going to talk about it.  She was ignored.

Dee Ann continued to discuss let the council know what else was included in the binders.  She stated she put an application in the folder for partners and policy making.

Ramona Harvey rolled up to the table in the front and grabbed a folder.  Dee Ann Hart tried to stop her because she was not a member of the council.  Ramona Harvey responded by telling Dee Ann that she could print another folder for her council member.  Ramona then returned back to her position in the audience.
Dee Ann stated as far as the conference went she felt it went well.  She said it helped her to hear presentations from the national conference on disabilities and the NCIL.  She said the workshops she went to were very insightful on how other states were doing different things and making their councils work for them.

Dee Ann asked David if he had anything that he wanted to add.  Dave said the big issue of this conference was RSA’s interpretation of title VII and the regulations in regards to the duties of SILC’s.  RSA has taken a very strict interpretation.  Dave Nelson continued to talk, but was difficult to hear.  He mentioned that there were some implied things that SILC’s are supposed to do such as advocacy. (See Audio.)

Dee Ann Hart noted that Melissa Madill also went, but she had left and she regretted that she could not hear Melissa’s perspective.
Ramona Harvey asked what the council was going to do to benefit people with disabilities with what you learned from the SILC Congress?  She was ignored as Dee Ann attempted to move onto the next item on the agenda.

Ramona Harvey moved closer and repeated herself louder so that the council could hear.  Ramona asked those that went to the SILC Congress to tell her how what they had learned at the SILC Congress would be applied to help her as a person with a disability.

Dee Ann ignored her and continued talking about a survey found in the binder.

Ramona Harvey re-stated that she did not get to go to the SILC Congress, and she asked the council to please tell her what it was that they had learned going that is going to help her.  She got no response.

Ramona Harvey asked again for the council to tell her how it was going to help her as a person in Indiana with a disability.  Ramona stated that was all she was asking because she did not have the opportunity to go.  Nobody responded.

Ramona Harvey noted, that Dave Nelson was sitting too far away and not accessible.  She addressed Dave noting that she was not really able to go up to him and ask him to get this issue addressed. 
(PS Note: Ramona is referencing a discussion that Dave Nelson, Ramona Harvey, and Greg Meyer had after the January 2008 meeting. During that discussion Dave Nelson indicated that he understood Ramona’s need to have documents and to be allowed to track what was going on, and that he thought this was fair.  He suggested to Ramona that she come to him if she needed documents during a meeting, or if there was something that the council needed to address, so that he as a council member could get issues that needed to be addressed, addressed. At that time Ramona indicated, that one of problems with this was she is a wheelchair user, and so given the inaccessibility of the room she can’t always get to where Dave is sitting.  Dave said he would sit close to the audience at  the end or the table.  This is the first meeting since that conversation and where he was sitting was probably the least accessible spot in the room.)
Dee Ann Hart Responded by asking Dave Nelson if he had anything to regarding Ramona’s comments.

Dave responded. The overriding issue of this conference related to RSA’s strict narrow interpretations.  This is certainly a SILC issue in that RSA could come to a SILC and say you can’t do this anymore especially advocacy.  He mentioned something about Tom Kelley and noted that the trainings were good, and what he walked away with was more of a vision of the future.

Ramona Harvey directed Dave Nelson and Dee Ann directly and told them that what the question she was actually asking was what did you learn that is going to help benefit people with disabilities in the state of Indiana, and how are you going to apply what you learned to do that?  She wanted to know what they got out of it that they are going to be able to bring back in order to help us (meaning people with disabilities in the state of Indiana.)

Dee Ann Hart reiterated what David said.  She stated the SILC congress is an opportunity to learn the rules, responsibilities and the function of a SILC is and to learn how to better your council.  She noted there was a section where they addressed RSA on some issues and that some questions and concerns were addressed.  Dee Ann stated that some councils are very into advocacy and others that feel like that is external to their council.  Dee Ann noted she benefited from seeing the interaction of some of the other SILCs and how they went about talking about what their councils did.  She got to see what roles advocacy played with their councils.

Ramona said, okay so how does what you have learned effect me as a member of the public.

Dee Ann said that she was moving on because she thought she had addressed Ramona’s concern. So she was moving on to the next item on the agenda which was membership updates. (End Audio) 
Membership (Begin Audio membership procedure 1 – After denying right to ADA Accommodation, council refuses to allow person with a disability to track what is going on during the meeting.) 
Carol Baker (The DSU) and Chair of the Membership Committee Report
(note: DSU is supposed to be separate from the council.  The council has been told the DSU is supposed to be exerting less control not more…. Yet the DSU is chair of the membership committee and the one suggesting a process which gives the DSU even more control over member selection. See Report of findings, Federal law, Secretary’s Chronicles at http://www.onecandream.com/ICOIL. and audio of this meeting.)
Carol Baker said that either Al Tolbert or Dee Ann had mailed out the membership packet, and she stated what they wanted to do was get approval from the council to move forward with this process.
Council member Teresa Torres noted that she has not received anything which was the point she was trying to make earlier.

Dee Ann stated it was discussed at the November Meeting. (PS Note: There was no meeting held in November because the council did not have a quorum. The last 3 meetings the council has had was October, January, April all other meetings were cancelled.)

Ramona told the council that she did not get this document either.

Teresa Torres asked Dee Ann if someone did not attend the meeting if they did not mail the information to them.  She noted that was what the internet was for.  She had not been at that meeting, but the point was that she only received only 3 e-mails and 1 hard copy packet.  She stated that whatever was being discussed was as disseminated she has not seen.

Dee Ann Hart stated she thought the secretary was sending out hard copies and e-mail.

Teresa Torres stated, that she has received neither a hard copy of the document or an e-mail, and that over the course of the last year she had only received 3 e-mails from the council.

Dee Ann Hart asked Carol to proceed.

Council member Teresa Torres addressed the chair as a member of the council. She asked “Do you intend to vote on a matter that one council member has not had access to the information to peruse?” She asked if that was Dee Ann Hart’s intent.
Dee Ann Hart responded that this information was first passed out in November.

Teresa Torres stated that she was bringing this to the council’s attention presently.  Over the course of a year she had only received 3 e-mails, and e-mails have been sent pointing that out to the council.

Ramona Harvey reminded Dee Ann Hart for the record that there was not a meeting in November.

Dee Ann Hart asked Carol Baker to continue and Carol said she was happy too.

Suggested Membership application process - Membership Committee Chaired by DSU

Carol Baker reported the membership committee was asked to put together a procedure and to figure out a way to increase marketing of membership so that they can get a better mix of people to serve on the council.

She stated that what the committee has done was put together a basic membership procedure were there would have information available in the VR field offices.

Ramona Harvey asked when did this committee meet.  She was ignored.

Carol continued to say that they would have information on the website, any official ICOIL site, and CIL sites and any other sites that might be of interest to potential members.  She stated that the committee created an information sheet and a reconsideration sheet for past members to complete if they wish to be reappointed.  

A short application of interest was also created to be submitted to the DSU to provide assistance and formality.  So what would happen would be a person would fill out the application and be given a letter provided candidates for a review and interview.

The application would be provided to the membership committee for review and possibly the candidate would be interviewed by the committee and then there would be a formal application and a letter of invitation to the interview.

Ramona Harvey asked again when the membership committee met because she did not think they were publicized.  She was ignored.

Carol Baker continued stating final approval to the council would come from the governors office along with an invitation to attend the meeting and a copy of the approval will be copied to the ICOIL chairperson.  Then announcements of appointments will be provided at Partners, CIL’s and other interested parties, in addition to a letter that will welcome them and give them all the information.

Carol Baker said the next page was the information sheet which had the purpose of the council, mission, philosophy, duties, membership.  She stated the application and procedures was on the third or 4th page and it was pretty basic.  There was a formal application and also consideration for re-appointment to the council form. 
Ramona Harvey asked where the re-appointment to the council form was.  She was ignored.
Ramona Harvey repeated her question asking where is the form for reconsideration for appointment on the council.  She stated she did not know where it was.  She was again ignored.

Carol continued explaining this will give some idea what the person brings to the table as a member.

Ramona Harvey tells the council that she is having trouble tracking the document and asks again for someone to show her where the reappointment form is.  She is ignored.

Carol continued and noted that there was a state of Indiana police form to release information and authorize a criminal investigation background check.

Ramona Harvey asked if everyone had to go through the background check.  She was ignored.

Carol stated all that is done by the governor’s office.  She also noted that they put together an information summary for application process for board consideration.  This allowed people to look at the name, address, geographic region and experience people brought to the table.

Carol noted they put together a map of current council members and their locations so you could see areas that are represented.

Ramona Harvey noted there was no representation from Evansville and how surprised she was by that. (PS Note: Ramona is from Evansville and used to be secretary of the council, it is a 3 hour drive through a time zone to get to the meeting from there.) She was ignored.
Carol stated that this was the basics, and that it was discussed at a previous meeting and e-mailed to everyone.  She asked for a majority vote of the council so that they could start getting this out there and recruiting new members.

Ramona Harvey asked the council to send this information to her electronically as per her ADA request.  (Note: I have been requesting this since when I was on the council, and have been repeatedly denied my accommodation.  Al Tolbert the secretary knows that I have been denied my accommodation and immediately tried to get the council to adjourn.  Audio of Ramona requesting info sent electronically as per her ADA request and the ICOIL Secretary responding by trying to adjourn the meeting.)
Al Tolbert indicated that there was not a quorum at this time so maybe they should leave.

Dave Nelson let all know that the quorum was established at the beginning of the meeting so it stands for the meeting.  Dee Ann agreed with Dave Nelson, that this was her understanding as well.  (End Audio membership procedure 1)
(Begin Audio Membership procedure part 2)
Teresa Torres addressed Dee Ann and told her that she had a question about the material.
Dee Ann Hart acknowledged Teresa Torres, and Teresa began to ask the question.  She was interrupted by Al Tolbert.  Teresa stated she would let him talk.

Al Tolbert stated that there was a motion to approve the recommendation made by Carol Baker.  He asked that the council discuss that motion.

Dee Ann Hart asks for a motion to approve
David Nelson made a motion to approve. Richard seconded and Dee Ann Hart asked if there was any discussion.

Teresa began the discussion and noted she had several questions.  Her first question was in regards to the meetings that were held.  She wanted to know if these were meetings of the membership committee or a specific committee of the council.

Carol Baker said that it was discussed at a council meeting.

Teresa Torres asked Carol to please tell her what month this was discussed.

Carol Baker stated she did not have that information. Teresa Torres stated you talked about mailing it out, but she had looked at the records and there were not meetings during that time.

Carol Baker stated that it was during a council meeting and it was e-mailed out to all the council.

Teresa stated she was going to say again, that it did not get to her.  Perhaps the council was using her old address.  She noted that though she had gotten the hard copy at this meeting she would like to have it in electronic format.

Teresa Torres continued to her primary question.  She noted that if she understood correctly the council was talking about doing outreach to the community to get new members, and in the process of doing that the council intends to submit the application to the DSU before they go on to the governors office.  She wanted to know if that what she heard Carol Baker say.
Carol Baker (the DSU) responded by noting that the council asked for a volunteer and then asked her to chair the membership committee.

Teresa noted she understood that.

Carol Baker continued noting that the reason it said DSU was because that was where she work and that is where the applications can come as a gathering point.

Teresa Torres noted that this was her point.  She noted the federal government has already issued a finding against the council for allowing the DSU to exert undue control over the selection of the names that go to the governor, because there is a history of that and because you have not as yet addressed the report from the federal government that says that it is really problematic to going back to having the DSU be a buffer between the community and the governor.

Teresa Torres stated that the applications are supposed to go to the Governor.  The council can make recommendations, but the council is not supposed to run it through the DSU so that they can disregard it or add any additional comments.  She noted that this was not just her opinion, but something which had already been in a ruling.
Dee Ann Hart stated that there is nothing in these documents that says the DSU will make that decision.

Teresa Torres repeated, that what the ruling said was that the DSU was exerting undue involvement and control in the selection process.

Carol Baker stated, that there is nothing in the document that she had that said that the DSU was involved in the selection process.  She stated that all they were was a place to mail the application.

Dave Nelson stated that this was an area that he had concern about, though he understood the point about the DSU being the central place of contact.  He thought that it would be preferable to have the applications sent to both the DSU and the Chair of the council so that there was joint knowledge of any applications that this would be preferable.  He stated if they could have changes in the document he recommended that they do that change.

Dee Ann Hart as chair stated that currently when the SILC gets mail it goes to Nancy Young (PS note: she works for the DSU) and she gets the mail through Nancy and she wanted to know what the difference was.

Dave Nelson explained to Dee Ann what he thought the difference is. (PS note: he was hard to hear because he was not speaking into the microphone, but as far as I can tell the following is what he indicated, check the audio for yourself.) but the difference was that this document said that and it was not in effect yet, and that other procedure was in effect already.

Richard Simers agreed with David Nelson.

Dee Ann Hart asked if there was any other discussion on the application process.

Ramona Harvey asked if everyone would be going through the background check.  She was ignored.

Teresa Torres asked if all of the current members have been through the background check.

Dee Ann Hart stated that it was state policy that for a person to get on the council, or any council they have to go through that process.
Teresa Torres noted that she understood that, but the question she was asking Dee Ann Hart as chair of the council was whether or not she was aware if there were any current council members who did not go through the background check.

Dee Ann Hart stated that she has not checked that out with the governor’s office.

Teresa Torres noted that the problem that they had was that when all the CIL Directors were appointed that those directors did not have to go through the background check.  She noted that someone was appointed to the council as a director, and then after that person was not longer a director they was retained on the council even though that person had a substantial criminal record.  She thought it was problematic to start asking everyone else to do things that the council is not asking their own members to do as a matter of protocol.
Dave Nelson had another comment on the information summary column 2, where it talks about geographic area, national origin, gender.  He assumed that national origin meant that we were also focusing on cultural diversity.  He thought there might be a better way to word that.

Dee Ann Hart asked for clarification if what he was saying was that could be stated more clearly, and he agreed that it was.

Teresa Torres wanted to know regarding reconsideration for re-appointment, if they were planning to have anything in there about whether or not people have served on a council, came to a meeting or voted on anything or anything like that.  She wanted to know if that was going to be something that would be considered.  She noted that currently on that form, the council was just asking if someone would like to be re-appointed.  She wanted to know what factors would be taken into consideration before you ask that question.
Ramona Harvey noted she could not even find the part about reconsideration on the documents.

Carol Baker stated she did not understand the question.

Teresa Torres tried to clarify, on the form all it says is reconsideration for appointment to the Indiana council on independent living.  First of all to the casual reader the impression is that it is ultimately the council’s responsibility.  It is not.  Teresa Torres stated that there needed to be a mechanism for the general public so that they can apply directly to the Governor.  Teresa noted that the implication is and always has been that they have to go through ICOIL which is incorrect.  But the impression for the general public is that in order to apply to this council you have to go through ICOIL.  So first something needs to be very clear about that especially if you run it by the DSU.

Teresa Torres noted secondly the document only appears to ask if someone would like to be involved.  She noted she did not see anything that would help the council determine whether or not they would recommend someone.  She noted that there are council members who have been on the council for 5 years without coming to a meeting or being on a committee.  So she wanted to know what the criteria was for the council to turn to one of its members and asking, if that member would like to be re-nominated.

Dave Nelson stated that he went to look at that and there is a page two of the Reconsideration.  It does talk about that and does have criteria for evaluation.

Teresa Torres noted that if you went on the website right now and put in Indiana council on independent living the only thing you get is an application to be on the council.  She stated that there is a whole population out there that assumes that the only way to join this body is to come to you and ask for permission. (Note: during the middle of this I finally got Dave Nelson to show me what the Reconsideration page looked like.)
Dave Nelson stated, that if the council approved the document that bullet number 5 makes that very clear.

Teresa Torres noted that people won’t get to bullet number 5.

Dave Nelson noted the document had to be approved to get it up so people could read it.

Teresa noted that not everyone was going to go through to bullet #5 so she wanted to know how the council was going to point that out other then the way they were doing it right then if have already been told that I have to go through the council.

Teresa Torres noted that on page 3 it stated that the membership committee of the council will review material submitted by all candidates.
Dave Nelson noted item one said submit documents for final approval to the council. 

Teresa Torres agreed with that, and stated also to the governor.

Teresa continued her point, that if she was just some person from anywhere IN she is going to look at this and assume that in order to be considered by the Governor.  That in order to get appointed to the council I must go through the council.  She noted that is what the feds said was problematic and the council is still doing it.  Teresa noted that nobody was going to read through the document to try and find a loop hole that indicates they might not have to go through the council.

Teresa stated, it gives the impression that the applications must go through this body, the nominating committee and now to the state agency which was exactly what we were told was wrong in the first place.  Her concern was they were returning back to what they did which is what the Feds told the council not to do.

Dave Nelson suggested adding a note or an acknowledgement somewhere on page one that would inform people that they do have the right to go directly to the governors office and that the governor makes the appointments.  They can go there and the council cannot stop them, or would not stop them.  He asked if that was something those that worked on the document would be okay with.  Just an acknowledgement of the fact that you could go to the governor.
Teresa Torres suggested just pulling out the potion of the law that explains what the process is.

Dee Ann Hart agreed with Dave Nelson that this would be a very simple solution.

Dave Nelson stated it would provide clarity.

Ramona Harvey asked if they could please speak in the microphone.

Dave Nelson stated it was a fact that would provide clarity.

Dee Ann Hart asked if there was any further discussion

Dee Ann started to ask for a vote.

Al Tolbert asked if that was a motion or an amendment

Dave Nelson stated that he would like to amend his motion. 

Dave Nelson stated how he would like to amend his motion for Al, but he was hard to hear.  That bullet two state that the application goes to the DSU and the chair of the council.  Also on page 1 either on the second to last bullet or add another bullet that people wanting appointment can go to the governor.

Ramona asked what was being talked about right then.

Dee Ann said something about the council but she was not speaking into microphone.

Dave Nelson responded to whatever Dee Ann had said, by saying wherever the council wants up near the front.

Dave also third he thought in the information summary it should be made more clear.

Richard asked David Nelson to make all of what he said into a motion.

David Nelson and Al Tolbert stated that was a motion.  Richard then seconded the motion.

Dee Ann Hart announced that Dave Nelson had made a motion and Richard had seconded.  Dee Ann asked for a vote.
All members of the council sitting at the table voted to pass the motion, Teresa Torres did not vote.  Motion carried.

Ramona Harvey asked for clarification what three changed the council were making.  She was ignored.

Dave Nelson clarified that was just the motion to amend.

Ramona tried to get Dave Nelson’s attention, while the council tried to move onto the next motion. She was ignored.

Ramona asked Dave directly, “Just to clarify what 3 things are you amending?”

Dee Ann Hart said he had just restated that.

Ramona said she knew that, but that she was having trouble hearing because he wasn’t speaking into the microphone.

Dave Nelson stated he was talking into the microphone.
Ramona Harvey noted that now, he was speaking into the microphone.

Dave Nelson told Dee Ann he would repeat what he had said if she wanted him too.

Dave Nelson stated that it was 3 modifications. 1) page 1 bullet 2 adding language that the application could be submitted to the DSU and the ICOIL chairperson.  2)  On page 5 somewhere perhaps as a separate bullet adding that people can apply directly through the governor who is the final appointer on these appointments. 3) on information summary regarding representation add a line which makes it clear that people is interested in racial, ethnic minority groups, and cultural diversity in whatever language the council decided to use.

Ramona Harvey thanked Dave Nelson very much for repeating that.

Al Tolbert called for the question.  Dee Ann asked for a motion, but Al reminded her call for the question meant call for the vote.  She called for a vote.

Chair Dee Ann Hart asked for a vote to accept the application as approved.
Ramona Harvey tried to communicate that they wanted to vote for the application as amended, but she was either not heard or ignored.

All council members at the table voted to accept the application as approved.  Teresa Torres did not vote.  Motion carried.

Al Tolbert asked Carol if she would post this document on the FSSA website.  She said she would.

Ramona Harvey volunteered to post the information on her site for them.  She stated she would do it for free. (http://www.onecandream.com) 

Richard Simers aide told Ramona “People really don’t give a damn” (See Audio).

Ramona responded to her by stating “I do, and I am people, thank you very much.”

Carol Baker talks about posting the information at VR offices and all the CILs and with other interested parties.

Teresa Torres who was having trouble hearing asked Ramona what was going on. Ramona Harvey explained that what when she volunteered to post information on her website and that lady said people really don’t give a damn.

Teresa asked for clarification exactly what people don’t give a damn.  She did not get a response.  She asked the person who commented who they were and what was the reason exactly that anyone should care, if she did not give a damn.
Ramona stated all she did was offer to post the stuff on her website.

Though the council had stopped talking for the exchange, the council ignored this and continued on with the meeting as if nothing had happened.

Budget
Al Tolbert said something that could not be heard and Dee Ann stated that the budget had been placed on one of the previous agendas and she did not know what the particular item or discussion was to be.  She asked for discussion.

Dee Ann then stated if there is no discussion on that then the council would move to the next item. (END AUDIO)
Contract with Terry Brigance  (Begin Audio – Consultant Contract  - Mr. Brigance)
Dee Ann asked Carol to share any information she had regarding where the council stood with the contract with Terry Brigance.

Carol Baker noted that she completed the Department of Administration form for a sole source contract, and she got a more detailed proposal from the consultant to add to the that form.  There were a couple of errors on that so he has resubmitted that and Carol had just revised that form the day before the meeting.  She has submitted it back to the Dept. of Administration who has had it, but they are resubmitting with the changes they had requested.  She is hoping that sending the extra information in will resolve the issue and that he will be able to start in a month.
Teresa Torres addressed the chair.  The Chair acknowledged her.

Teresa asked the chair to explain what the rational of the council was in making this a sole source contract to an individual who came about a year ago to work with you to develop some goals.  She asked for the council’s rational.  

Teresa explained that as she understood sole source contracting means it is unlikely that there are any other qualified documents.  She noted that she had not seen any of the documents and was not sure what the council was spending a quarter of a million dollars on, or how much the council expects to get from this person.  But she did know that there were a lot of people that worked in the IL arena.

Teresa asked two things.  A) What was the council’s rational, and B) at what meeting was it determined that the council would seek out sole-source contracting as appropriate.
Dee Ann Hart responded that when the person came and worked with the council last March they developed a rapport with him.  At this time they also discussed some follow-up items with him.

Teresa asked Dee Ann to understand that this has happened with ICOIL at least 3 times in the past.  Teresa restated her specific question which was when did the council that what you wanted to do was identify that person to be a sole source contractor.  What meetings were held when that decision was made.

Dee Ann Hart stated she believed it was discussed at the end or during the meeting that the council had last March. 
(PS Note:  Last March they did not have a meeting. they had were supposed to be a two day public facilitated discussion.  The meeting at which I asked the independent facilitator they want to hire if I could introduce myself.  He stated it was a council decision and stood by while they attempted to call the police because I wanted to introduce myself and I laughed involuntarily.  See March video http://www.everybodycounts.org/icoil.htm. The building people would not allow them to call the police, as I was not being disruptive, and instead kicked them out of the building.  They decided to meet behind closed doors at IRCIL for the discussion even though no decisions could be made. )
Ramona Harvey noted that the March 2007 meeting was a closed meeting, and that the council cannot make decisions at closed meetings.
Teresa Torres noted that the meeting that was held in March was not held where it was advertised.  At least three people have reported to you that they came to that meeting.  Secondly at that moment in time there was no meeting.  Third what was decided 12 years ago would be nullified.
Teresa Torres repeated her question and asked the council at what time did they decide to do sole source contracting.

Dee Ann Hart asked Teresa to read the state plan.

Teresa Torres stated she would love to if the council would send it to her.

Dee Ann stated that the plan said that they would work with a consultant in the first year of the plan.

Teresa Torres repeated her question.  She asked how the council determined that that individual qualified for what you need to be able to say when you do sole-source contracting.  She noted that means that there is nobody out there that comes close to having the appropriate qualifications.  She wanted to know when that got decided.

Carol Baker stated that the ILRU conducted a national search looking for a consultant to come and work with the ICOIL council.  She stated that the SILC council took that recommendation and this was taken into consideration in writing the state plan and feeling that other people had been looked at by an outside source.

Teresa Torres tried to clarify.  She noted that in other words the council is assuming that something another agency did was adequate and sufficient to meet your obligation to do open bid.  She noted that the council has had other consultants come in, and she did not think that necessarily meant that the council said that is the right person.
Teresa indicated that she wanted to see whatever documents that were submitted saying that this particular consultant is the only qualified person for the job that we should give a quarter million dollars to.  She wanted to see that document.

Teresa also indicated that before the council voted on this issue she would like to see what he is going to do and why the council determined to spend so much money.

Carol Baker stated that it is in the state plan and it is on the website. (PS Note: In January the council noted that it had no website so not sure what she is referring to.)

Teresa Torres reiterated again that she did not get a copy of the state plan despite a dozen request, and also that it was not posted on the website.  She asked for Carol Baker to show her where she people can go online and find it.

Ramona Harvey asked what the web address was.

Teresa Torres also pointed out that the State Plan was written subsequent to at least a dozen requests from my community please send me copies of whatever you are going to have at the public meetings.  Nobody gave that information too them.

Carol Baker stated she would appreciate it if Teresa lowered her voice and did not yell.

Teresa Torres stated that she really did not care what Carol would appreciate, because she would appreciate it if the council would use the microphones, but they won’t do it.
Dave Nelson stated he would also appreciate it if Teresa did not yell.

Teresa Torres tried to explain how her hearing loss worked.  She stated, that when you can’t hear well, she stated that if everyone else is talking and she can hear then it affects the way that she talks.  She stated that since she could not hear them it automatically made her talk louder.  She told the council that they could take that personally and get angry all they wanted to, but if she had something for her that allowed her to hear instead of the cheap device the council gave her then she would not be speaking louder.

Dave Nelson stated he did not think that anyone is getting mad, he then something to Dee Ann.

Teresa Torres stated she did not care, that she had a right to hear.

Dee Ann Hart stopped Teresa and let her know that she would really like to hear David Nelson who was sitting at the table. Dave Nelson asked to move on to the next agenda item.

Frustrated, Teresa Torres tells the council to get something that actually cost some money.  She stated the device she was given was a $30 device and she could not hear.

Dee Ann Hart stated that they were now in the section of the agenda for New Business.

(END Audio)
NCIL Conference (Begin Audio - Who to send, and a Disgarded Volunteer) 
Dee Ann Hart noted The NCIL conference is the end of July. July 21-25.

Dee Ann Hart wondered if there was anyone interested in going. Also one of the chair of one of the committees suggested that in the councils attempt to promote youth leadership that the council might consider sponsoring youth.

Dave Nelson noted he was going to be at the NCIL conference.  He did not know if any other CIL folks were going.  Dee Ann asked Dave Nelson to bring back a report.  He agreed to.

Al Tolbert said he would like to see some non-CIL directors go. 

(PS Note: Ramona Harvey raised her hand.)
Ramona Harvey volunteered to go.  She was ignored.

Al Tolbert suggested maybe Dee Ann or someone from the council.

Ramona stated that she would bring back information, and report and that she would write it up for the council.

Al Tolbert stated that he thought someone from the council should go that would represent the council and the council’s interests.  He said the directors had two hats.

Ramona Harvey stated that she would document everything and give a full report
Dave Nelson noted the suggestion and asked Dee Ann if she was interested in going.

Dee Ann stated at this point in time she is not really able to make a commitment to go because she has other plans for the month of July.

Ramona Harvey indicated that she would help the council.

Dee Ann indicated her plans may conflict with NCIL.

Ramona Harvey asked if she and the council could work together.

Dee Ann stated she cannot speak as to whether she can or cannot at this point.

Ramona Harvey noted again that she would bring back a full report.

The council considered the idea of Keith Coros going.

Dee Ann noted that they could send a council member if they were interested.  Dee Ann noted that before she considered going that she wanted to open it up to anyone who had not gone to a conference in a while.

Ramona Harvey noted that she had not been.

Dee Ann asked everyone to consider it and if it was something that anyone was interested in to please let her know.

Al Tolbert asked what the qualification was for the youth.

Ramona asked if the youth had to be on the council.

Dee Ann noted that all she knew is that she had heard there was some discussion about that, but there was really no criteria to her knowledge.  She had no details as far as that, but in the state plan they noted that they do want to reach out to youth.

Ramona Harvey noted that she actually worked with youth with disabilities all the time and that she could help the council out.

Dee Ann stated that because she heard nobody with any specific interest there, as far as members sitting on the council she suggested moving on to the next agenda item.

Ramona Harvey stated that she would give the council a full report.  She was ignored.  Ramona promised that she would write it up.
ILRU
Dee Ann noted that ILRU has a lot of opportunities for the council to get training and technical assistance.  There will be an online training on Olmstead starting within the next month. On how Olmstead could be interpreted and how IL is impacted by Omstead.  She noted it was a learning experience to participate in online trainings and the webcasts.  

Dee Ann stated that sometimes she forwards information about webcasts on when they may be of interest to you.

Ramona Harvey asked Dee Ann to forward that information on to her as well because she was interested.

Dee Ann noted that she also sent it to others on her personal mailing list.

Ramona Harvey gave her personal e-mail addresses and a onecandream.com address so that Dee Ann could send the information on to her.  She was ignored
Ramona told Dee Ann that she would appreciate if that information got sent to her so that she would also be able to participate.  Dee Ann ignored her.

Dee Ann Hart stated that next item on the agenda was the national Teleconference.

Teleconference on implementation of SPIL
This is a teleconference that Dee Ann Hart and Nancy Young sat in on.  It clarified what the difference was between writing this SPIL and the previous SPIL’s.  Dee Ann noted that the Federal government has turned towards outcome based reporting and measures.  She noted in writing the SPIL people have difficulty in figuring out what those outcomes would be.  There was a lot of discussion about advocacy and what it is.  Which was also covered at the SILC congress.

Dee Ann asked Nancy Young if she had anything to add.

Nancy Young noted that it was mentioned that NCIL posed questions to RSA at SILC congress and they got answers to questions.

Dee Ann stated that basically it was their conversation with RSA at the SILC Congress that lead to the teleconference because that is where the questions had been posed.

Dee Ann noted that in the packet there is a document which was taken from the SPIL.  She asked the council to look at tools and objectives and she would be contacting people personally one on one to give committees chairs some of her personal thoughts on where their committee needs to go.

Ramona Harvey asked if she could please have the list of all the committee chairs and other stuff that she had been requesting for the last 6 months.  She was ignored.

Dee Ann Hart asked for a motion to adjourn.

Teresa Torres tried to get the council’s attention by saying Excuse me.

Ramona Harvey asked about public comment.

Dave Nelson made the Motion to adjourn, Al Tolbert Seconded.

Teresa Torres asked when she was going to be allowed to get the information that all the other council members have.  She stated she wanted to know when she would get a copy of the state plan, and the documents with respect to them considering contracting a quarter of a million dollars, and all the materials that she could not have at the meeting.  Teresa asked when she could have them.
Dave Nelson stated that there was a motion on the table to adjourn.

Teresa Torres asked if the council was asking the public if they had any comments.  

Ramona stated she did have a comment.

Dee Ann said something nobody could hear.  Teresa Torres asked her to repeat that again because she could not hear.

Dee Ann stated that public comment was not on the agenda.

Teresa Torres asked Dee Ann to put it on the agenda.

Dave Nelson tried to tell Dee Ann what to do.

Teresa asked Dave Nelson to let Dee Ann think for herself and asked Dee Ann if there was a reason why she did not want to put public comment on the agenda.  Teresa noted that she saw someone from VR and other people here.  She asked Dee Ann if she wanted to ask them if they had anything to say.  She noted that would be how the council would be responsive to the public.

Teresa further stated that she would not say anything because she had already tried and the council would not listen, but we were not talking about her.  There were other people present. 

Teresa Torres asked if the council was going to be responsible, then didn’t they want to hear from the people?

Dee Ann stated that she had heard a motion to adjourn and she said that she has heard no discussion.

Ramona Harvey asked the council when they were going to address her concerns because she had to take time off of work to come here and she noted she was not getting paid.

Dee Ann ignored Ramona’s question and asked for the vote to adjourn.

Members of the council who were at the table voted to adjourn the meeting.  Teresa Torres did not vote.  

Meeting was adjourned

