Indiana Statewide independent living Council (ICOIL)
January 8, 2008 Meeting
And following Separate Unofficial Public Comment Session

  January 2008 Public Comment Session Audio 
Prepared by Ramona Harvey – The People’s Secretary

With Embedded audio links of actual meeting from the onecandream.com audio files

(Note: in Microsoft word hold down CTRL and Click mouse to follow links)

Members Present: 

Center Directors: Dave Nelson, Pat Stewart, Teresa Mager, Tom Cooney, Al Tobert, Beth Quarles, and Melissa Madill (Who left early from the meeting)

Non-Center Directors:  Richard Simers, Dee Ann Hart

Members of the Public present: Greg Meyer, Ramona Harvey
Pre-meeting announcements - Audio Clip
Dee Ann let everyone know if they need a hard copy of the 704 report (that was sent to the feds prior to council approval),  she had that available.  She also noted that she had hard copies of the ICOIL meeting schedule for 2008, copies of the agenda, and last months minutes to be approved.

Ramona Harvey asked Dee Ann if she was referring to the October meeting, because she did not get any November or December Minutes. (Note: There was no quorum during November or December so there are no official meeting minutes for these months – those who wish to see what happened should visit The Secretary's Chronicles documents page or the Onecandream Community).  Dee Ann clarified that she was talking about the October 10th meeting minutes.  
Dee Ann also notes she has hard copies of the SPIL Goals, and the SILC committees. (End Audio)
The Meeting  Audio-roll call, and agenda approval
Dee Ann Calls the meeting to order, and announces there is an assisted listening device.  She asks Al Tolbert to take a roll call and he does quickly without allowing people to respond.
Ramona asks for clarification if there was a quorum.  Al Tolbert indicates there was a quorum.  Dee Ann notes that means they can do business and they move on to agenda approval.
Agenda Approval
Dee Ann asked for any discussion on the agenda.

Ramona Harvey noted that she did not see any of her official requests on the agenda, She stated that she still wanted her official requests to be addressed.  She was ignored.

Dee Ann stated that since there was no discussion regarding the agenda she wanted to have a motion to approve the agenda.

Richard Simers asked to add under new business the issue about the organization he has direct ties with that wants to be a CIL in Osgood.  Dee Ann told Al Tolbert to remind her to bring up this issue under new business and asked for a motion to approve the agenda with Richards addition.

A motion was made by Melissa Madill and seconded by Al Tolbert.
Ramona Harvey asked if the council was going to address any of her official concerns at all.  The council ignored her.  Dee Ann stated there will be a time for public comment at the end.  Ramona stated that she just wanted to know.  

Ramona was ignored, and the council voted to approve the agenda with Richards addition.  (End Audio)
Approval of October 10th 2007 Minutes Approval off minutes

Al Tolbert made a motion to approve the minutes.  Dave Nelson Seconded.

Richard Simers had a correction regarding the listing of Rhonda Ames. (note: Rhonda Aimes was a member of the council who has never showed up to a meeting.  Since long before May of 2006.  Since my involvement she has only attended the officially cancelled September 2006 gathering.  Though she voted to have myself and Jodi James removed from office at this gathering that had no interpreters, and the public had no notice of, I have yet to actually meet her.)
Dee Ann noted that Rhonda Aimes term did expire on  July 1, 2007  and she has not been replaced, though she did express interest of being reappointed on the council.  

Ramona Harvey asked for clarification on whether or not they were still considering Rhonda Aimes as a member.  She was ignored.

Richard noted that since she was not a member, that she should not be listed on the minutes.
Dee Ann stated that Rhonda Aimes name is still on the roster because  she has not been replaced and has expressed a desire to stay on the council.

With that correction Dee Ann asked for the councils approval to approve the October 10th minutes.  The council approved. (End Audio)
Committee Reports Audio:here committee meetings are posted to the public
Dee Ann Hart asks for any committee report from any committees that met in the last three months.  She also asked to be told of anything that needed to be addressed under new business.

Ramona Harvey asked where the committee meetings were posted.

Ramona Harvey's question was ignored, but Dee Ann noted that there may have been committee activity, without their actually having been a committee meeting.  She stated committee activity could be just an action that was taken on behalf of the council. (note: this would mean a small group of people are meeting privately and acting, without public knowledge and making decisions.  But no decisions or actions are supposed to be made behind closed doors.)
Ramona Harvey repeated her question and asked where the committee meetings are being posted because she couldn't find them on the website.

Instead of answering that question Dave Nelson stated point of order.

Dan Hart noted that there would be public comment at the end.  She stated if there was anything that needed to be discussed, it could be discussed when

Ramona Harvey's inquiry was ignored.  Al Tolbert noted the finance committee did not meet but he created some type of spread sheet.  (END Audio)
ICOIL Finances/Budget Audio: ICOIL Budget
Al Tolbert Talks about the spreadsheet that he created for this some type of this years budget which he says is something like 50,000 dollars, and he says it also includes some kind of second budget that they will discuss later and he talks about tracking expenses.  He mentioned some invoices he had.  He states they have $49,532.05 to spend.  Al talks about money spent last year, and money they had left over, and suggests that they really need to be sending council members to more trainings and conferences like NCIL. (Note: listen to audio clip, for the dollar amounts Al Tolbert indicates was spent and left over.)
Teresa Mager asked if there were any outstanding expenditures the council needed to pay.
Melissa Madill, the director of IRCIL, noted that the council has yet to pay her center for two things that IRCIL had billed them for.  One was for room rental, and the other was for something to do with training (Note: See Audio) 

Al Tolbert stated something about needing rent and 501(c)3 and $2000 (Audio about as clear as it was in person).

Ramona Harvey politely noted that she was having difficulty hearing, and requested a copy of this budget so that she could follow along.  

Ramona Harvey's request to be able to hear and to have a copy of what was being discussed so that she could track what was going on was ignored.  They continued making fiscal decisions without making efforts to speak into the microphone.
Teresa Mager made a motion that all outstanding expenditures of the council be paid.  Melissa Medill seconded.
Dee Ann noted a motion was made and seconded.  She wanted to know if they should state that motion in a way that gave the DSU more direction.  She suggested the DSU and a maybe council officer needed more direction on how to handle this.

Teresa Mager made a motion that the treasurer were with the DSU to pay all outstanding expenditures of ICOIL that have been previously approved to be paid immediately.  Richard Simers Seconded.

Richard asks a question to Melissa Madill director of IRCIL.  He asked if a statement of expense was submitted for storage space.

Melissa Madill explains how to bills were submitted to the council, and how she has not received payment for either.

Ramona Harvey asks again to please have a copy of the budget that was being discussed.  When it looks like she is going to be ignored again she directs request directly to Al Tolbert.  
Dee Ann asks Al has an extra copies of the budget.  Al states is not a budget but a spreadsheet.  While he tries to locate one, Ramona Harvey notes it's really hard to hear and without the document is hard to track what the council has been talking about.

Richard simmers notes that the budget is in a state plan.

Dee Ann tells Ramona that if she wants the budget it is in the state plan, and she told Ramona to contact RSA to access the state plan.

Ramona Harvey tries to note that what the councils talking about is it’s expenditures and not what is listed in the state plan.

Before Ramona can finish that sentence Dave Nelson interrupts saying point of order (See Audio note: at this point Al Tolbert just handed me the paper, he is not yet even back at the table.) Dave Nelson wanted to know if the meeting could be conducted without interruption.
Dee Ann stated that the public would have an opportunity to make comment at the end of the meeting, and that Al Tolbert has presented them with the document that was presented to the council.

Dee Ann stated there was a motion on the floor.  Al Tolbert reads the motion at Dee Ann’s request. (Since he did not speak clearly and did not speak into the microphone, one can only hope that he actually repeated the motion on the floor.  I could not tell at the meeting, and can’t tell by the audio whether or not it is the same motion originally presented.)
Motion passed. (End Audio)
Begin Audio: 704 Report
Dee Ann asked Richard Simmers if he has anything to report as vice chair or the chair of the public policy committee.  He did not.
Melissa Madill stated she needed to leave but that she had come so that a quorum could be established, and noted that since there was a quorum the council could continue to conduct business without her.  Dee Ann stated that there was an issue that needed to be discussed with a quorum present.  Melissa Madill objected.

Approval of 704 Report – (That was sent to the Feds on Dec.21 2007 – 19 days earlier)
Dee Ann asked for a council approval to jump to old business so that they could ratify the 704 report (Which had already been sent in to the federal government, before the council at large had a chance to approve (or even really read) the document sent in their name.) Dee Ann stated she wanted to get the 704 report approved while there was still a quorum present.
Melissa Madill continued to complain, and tried to get out of having to be there for the vote, she questions the chairs request.
Dee Ann stated she would rather have a quorum present for the vote, when it is documented that the council did.

Al Tolbert made the motion and that the council approved the 704 report.  Melissa Madill seconded.
Motion Carried
Ramona Harvey noted the hardcopy document she had in front of her was dated December 21.  She asked if this meant that the document they just voted to approve had already been sent.

Dave Nelson had a point of order
Dee Ann stated, that as she said before the public will have an opportunity to make comment when the council is done with their business meeting.

Ramona stated that she was just trying to understand what was going on.  Counsel members actively ignore the request for clarification and quickly move on to the 2008 meeting schedule.
2008 Meeting Schedule  Dee Ann noted that the 2008 meeting schedule was handed out and she had hard copies if anyone needed.

Discontinuation of the 704 report committee

Richard Simers asked or stated something about the 704 report and or the committee, that Dee Ann determined did not require a motion.  The people around the table told her that she was correct.  

Dee Ann explained the 704 report committee did some follow up work on some survey and she really appreciated it.  She stated the committee was no longer needed for this year.

Dee Ann asked if there was any other committee reports, and stated that the DSU was not present, and had not sent anything to discuss.

Return to the Meeting Schedule
Dee Ann asked if the council had any discussion on any of the meeting dates listed on the sheet of paper. (Note: this information was posted at the Onecandream Community and will be archived under Topic: Indiana SILC (ICOIL) anyone needing to find this information now or in the future should search there for 2008 ICOIL meeting schedule.)  There was apparently no discussion..
Dee Ann noted that on the days that council members come to Indianapolis it is an ideal time to visit with the legislators.  She noted for this reason the present meeting was going to be kept to a “reasonable” length of time so that people could go talk with their legislators because this was opening day.  She encouraged everyone to do that.

Dee Ann asked if there was any action that needed to be taken on anything that the standing committees have been doing. 

Marketing and Outreach Committee  Dee Ann stated there was no action needed for the marketing and outreach committee, but she reported that they were looking at other organization annual reports and looking at ideas on how they have reached out to the Latino and African American populations as well as the homeless.
Public Policy Committee  Dee Ann stated this year this committee has targeted to look at aging issues and reaching out to that population.

Dee Ann stated that this was action taken by the committees to do research and that it this not necessarily action that needs to be approved by the council.  She also stated that these actions did not necessarily require any meetings.  (Note: very interesting way for the council to do business considering they are the council that nullified a consumer controlled executive committee meeting that was open to the public because a few center directors could not use the phone and ask an operator for help, because they did not want a hand full of people making any decisions even if they were elected officers…. and they are also the ones who later removed two officers for as of yet unsubstantiated slanderous claims without providing any evidence, allowing for due process or even following bylaws. Further info, see The Secretary's Chronicles)  (End Audio)
Independent Consultant  Audio Clip:Consultant Contract with Terry Brigance
(Note: To learn more about Mr. Brigance and his skills as a Facilitator, check out Video of the March Facilitated Discussion he Facilitated  He spends several minutes introducing himself, he then proceeds to allow the council to try and call the police on me, because I wanted an opportunity to be allowed to introduce myself.  IMPORTANT – as the video will show, I was not disruptive I raised my hand and waited for everyone to finish introducing themselves.)

Pat Stewart Noted that the state plan mentions hiring a consultant.  She wondered if there needed to be any action regarding approving the consultants contract.

Dee Ann noted that there has been discussion regarding hiring the consultant and as she understands that there was one proposal turned in, but she does believe that there needs to be some form of action giving the DSU direction on how to continue.  Dee Ann asked for discussion.

David Nelson said something, but he did not speak into the microphone as an audience member I  could not hear, but Dee Ann stated she would put it on the agenda.  Dave continued to say something that the audience could not hear.

Ramona Harvey asked Dave Nelson to speak into the microphone because she could not hear what was being said.
The council discusses where whatever Dave Nelson brought up should be put on the agenda.  Dave Nelson stated, that wherever the council chair wanted to put whatever he had mentioned he did not care, just as long as they discussed it because there were some numbers and things that needed to be talked about.

Dee Ann stated that if the council did not object she wanted to discuss it now because she knows that some people have expressed that they want to leave early.

Dave Nelson reiterated about the State Plan that was signed off on by the council and the DSU and sent in to RSA.  He stated under that plan one of the keys to getting that plan going was to hire a consultant to serve as an intermediary or short term staff person.  This was to help the council get ready for when they could have staff.  He stated that was a key part of that plan.  He stated it was now January 2008 and so far a contract has not been initiated.  So that is the issue.

Dee Ann noted it was also one of the objectives they had wanted to accomplish.  She stated also that some of the goals and objectives cannot be completed until they have a consultant.

Pat Stewart (looking at some papers) stated that there had been two drafts of whatever they were talking about and she wanted clarification on whether the council was planning on using one of those drafts.

Richard Simers stated, that this was what the DSU had.

Pat Stewart was still confused and she noted that there was a draft 1 and 2.

Dee Ann stated that the different documents have different numbers, and that was because “we asked them to go back and reconsider some circumstances”.

Ramona Harvey asked if they were talking about the state plan.  She was ignored.

Pat Stewart starts going over what is confusing her about the documents.  Both drafts have a certain amount listed for travel etc and that they are basically the same though the second ends up listing a larger amount.  (See Audio clip for amounts).  She notes the only differences she sees in the documents other then the professional fee is CIL development or branch development.

Dee Ann further stated something that was supposed to clarify what had happened with regards to the reconsiderations (See Audio Clip).

Pat asked again, which document was the council looking at. 1 or 2.

Teresa Mager said that she thought 2 was the most current, and the council concurred.

The council talks further about the fiscal information on the documents, and the differences between the documents.  Beth Quarles notes one of the differences is that travel is double.

Pat Stewart got further frustrated, and Teresa Mager stated she thought the first one was only for 6 meetings.  Pat noted that they both are for 6 meetings, and that everything is the same.  The continue discussing this issue. 

Dave Nelson noted, that maybe it did not really matter because with regards to travel what gets spent is what gets paid and sometimes with rising cost it is a good idea to have the travel amounts be more.  He talked about professional services and administrative support.  Dave Nelson stated these are budgets and suggested that what was need is to have a motion directing the state to get things started.  He suggested that in that motion it be included that whatever the contract is it needed to be approved by the council chair before it was implemented.  He suggested specifying in that motion talking about Terry Brigance.

Al Tolbert said something about the budget and how these two things don’t really mean anything, and something about $50,000

Pat stated she understood, but there were things going on, and something about whether the council (something) approve this.

Ramona Harvey asked if they could please use the microphone.

Pat Stewart stated that she thought that she the council needed to approve the document, and say hire him, and then the onus falls on the state to follow through.  She stated that they already gave the approval for this to go ahead, because it is in the State Plan.
Al Tolbert asked if that was a motion, Richard had a question so they went into discussion

Richard asked if the travel was for two people.

Dave Nelson answered, no.  He stated, that the travel is the same number of trips, but it was just more money.  Dave said with regards to a consultant and travel that they would just be paying them what the cost is so it really does not matter what that line says.  It could be less or more, your just going to reimburse them expenses.

Richard noted that it looked like on the documents he was looking at the travel was doubled because of a second person.

Dave stated he did not think that was the case.  He thought the high number in the second one was just to make sure there was enough money to pay for airfare.

Beth Quarles wanted to know if there would be two people traveling.

Dave Nelson stated that this budget did not specify that one way or the other.

Beth Quarles stated she understood that, but she was still asking the question.  She wanted to know if it was Terry Brigance and another person or just Terry Brigance.

Al Tolbert said he thought they would contract with one person.  Al said he did not care who he carried, but that the contract was with one person, and a job description of what he was going to do.  How he carries that out in Al’s opinion was not their question to answer, but his.
Beth Quarles repeated that what she wanted was just clarification on if it was just Terry Brigance that they were hiring.

Dee Ann stated that the discussion is hiring Terry Brigance as a consultant, she noted that the numbers on the documents are just estimates.  That was done at an early on discussion that was done prior to the state plan.  When they were discussing whether to put it into the state plan before they decided that they did not need that in the state plan.  She suggested rather then argue which document was valid, that they needed to work on getting that person hired, and setting an amount of money that the council is not willing to go above in hiring this individual.

Pat Stewart made a motion that the council can move forward in working with the DSU and hiring a consultant in accordance with the state plan so that they could move forward with the state plan. It was seconded

In discussion Dave Nelson said that he would like to see that motion beat tighter.  But that he didn't know how to amend it.  He gave some suggestions.
Pat Stewart went through her motion, and Richard withdrew his second.
Beth Quarles wanted to also put in the motion Terry Brigance’s name, so that it is known who they are contracting with.

Dave Nelson concurred.  (Note: At this point Greg Meyer – Member of the public goes and whispers something privately into Dave Nelson’s ear so if you listen to the audio clip, when Dave said he had an idea this is where the idea came from.)
David Nelson makes a motion: that the council instruct  the DSU to develop a contract with Terry Brigance to provide consultant services as identified in the approved state plan at a cost not to exceed $213,420.  This contract is to be developed, collated  and finalized no later than January 22, 2008, and that it be provided to ICOIL’s  chairperson for final approval prior to issuance.   Richard Simers Seconds it.
Motion Carried.
Al Tolbert asked a question, but it was hard to hear.  Ramona Harvey communicated to the council again that she could not hear.

Al Tolbert repeated his question.  He wanted to know how this would work and if there was somebody responsible for moving this motion forward.

Dee Ann noted the motion indicated that the chair would be responsible.

Deeann asked Dave to repeat his motion.  Dave stated that it was written down and the stuff that they were talking about now was more about process, which is not necessarily part of the motion.

Al stated he did not want to see the motion dye he wanted to see somebody take the lead on it, so that it could get to that next stage and be completed by January 22.

Teresa Mager suggested that Al type that up, and send it to Dee Ann so that she could go forward with it and work with the DSU.

Dave Nelson suggested that if the DSU does not act on this by the next meeting perhaps the next meeting should be at the state Capitol.

Richard Simers asked a question.  The Dee Ann Hart answered that this could be something that the executive committee takes in hand, and forms a plan on how to proceed.

Dave Nelson said he thought that this was crucial for the council to get to the next level.  He stated if the executive committee decided that this was the issue, he bet that every center in the state would support it and help push it through.
Dee Ann stated she agreed with David, that if the DSU did not act on this before the next meeting the next meeting needed to be at the state house. More discussion.

Dave Nelson stated that Deeann should have the contract by January 22.

Richard Simers had something to add, but it was not clear what it was.

Ramona Harvey asked the council what Richard just said.

Dee Ann repeated that his comment was that a contract with a consultant could take up to 45 to 60 days to approved as per a DDRS representative.  Dee Ann stated that what they were asking for was there to be a draft within two weeks so that the council had some knowledge that there was some movement on this issue.  Dee Ann stated that the council was not asking for it to be approved.
Dave Nelson clarified for Dee Ann that under this motion the state had to have the document by the 22nd, so on the states in that can say it's approved.  He said, and that in the motion what the council is saying is that they don't want it to go out until our chair says it's ready.  He stated that they are trusting her to determine what ever that means and how she wants to handle that, but noted that she had to be sure to protect the council's interests.

Ramona Harvey asked for clarification if what the council was doing was giving the chair the authority to make that decision.

Dave Nelson interrupted Ramona with a point of order before she could finish her sentence.

Dee Ann Hart stated that any questions concerning that from the public could be addressed at the end of the meeting.

Dee Ann asked if there was any more discussion on this topic.  The council discusses Carol Baker at the DSU's absence, and how they could proceed in her absence.  They considered who to send this request to. They decided to send the request to Carol Baker
because she was the DSU representative.
The council indicated to Dee Ann that she should just handle the situation. (END AUDIO)
The SILC Congress  - Audio: From SILC-CIL-adjournment before public comment
Dee Ann announced that the council was sending three people to the SILC.  Herself, David Nelson, and Melissa Madill.  Dee Ann stated they were asked to sponsor the SILC, but that wasn't specified in the budget so they are not doing that.  She said there was a request that states bring a state basket to the Congress.

There was a discussion on the state basket, what it was, and what they would put it.  They decided to have a state basket.

Goals specifically 3 and  4 priorities 1 and 2 (note: think this refers to the state plan see audioclip )
Dee Ann has been working on trying to get more information on how to provide outreach to minority populations.  She noted that the consultant needed to be hired before the council take much action on some of these things.
Regarding the 704 report at the SILC congress there will be a survey the 704 report committee did.  She does not have copies for the council, but the council will get copies of the surveys so that everyone can see how the survey was responded to so that they can perhaps see what they need to put in the job description for the consultant to help them her in the state of Indiana.
Dee Ann starts to open the floor for public comment.  Al Tolbert interrupts and reminds Dee Ann that Richard had something to address.

The Organization in Osgood that wants to be a CIL (Note Richard Simers has direct ties to this Organization)
Richard asked about getting recognition for the organization as a CIL.  There was discussion about a letter that was sent to the council regarding asking for recognition. People are going to search for the letter that was sent to the council. Dee Ann stated she has not responded officially to them because she did not know where the council stood on that issue, but she did respond, just not on the councils behalf.
Ramona Harvey stated, “I thought the council decided it was not going to have new CIL’s”.  She was interrupted by Dave Nelson who had a point of order. (See and Sept, 2007 meeting info at http://www.onecandream.com/ICOIL/documents )

Dee Ann ignored Ramona and told Richard that they were not going to make any movement on that issue until the consultant is in place.  She said this includes anything with regards to adding new CILs if there is a question about that.

Dave nelson stated this falls under an old review policy that was effect in the 1990’s.

Pat Stewart stated that the law also says some things and so they were kind of in a position where until the council had a consultant they would not be doing themselves any favors moving in that direction.

Dee Ann stated that contacting any knowledge in them and running them know that there letter was received was a courtesy.  She noted that she did that.

Richard simmers stated that there were three people sitting at the table, that ICOIL did recognize.
Ramona Harvey said, “Oh, he is talking about the state CIL’s”

Beth Quarles wanted to state that when those events occurred the council did recognize those CIL’s.  She stated that Recognizing a CIL and creating CIL’s was not something that they could do, but you can recognize where their funding comes and what they do as a CIL.  Beth stated that you really needed to go back and ask Felipe on that question.

Beth stated that one of the things that they said was you could recognize the services that they are doing.  She stated that she understood about going over the policy, but she stated there was various documentation on it and then she did not see how the council could go back on it.

Dave Nelson wondered if a center was recognized by the council if the council adhered to its own policies in the way of recognizing CILs.  There was further discussion.  Beth stated that she had various documentations.  There was further discussion and Dave Nelson Indicated that he would like to see any documentation.  The council concurred.  Ramona Harvey also stated she would like copies of that documentation.  She was ignored.
Dee Ann stated that she had copies of the state CIL’s 704 reports for the last 2 years, so she could prove that, but she stated she cannot prove if the state CIL’s were ever reviewed or recognized.  She further stated that she did not know what the process that Richard was asking her to do was in order to recognize him.

Several people let Dee Ann know the CIL’s were recognized.
Dee Ann reiterated that she did not know what to do if it was in fact not legitimate that the State CIL’s were recognized.  Beth Quarles said she had documentation. Dave Nelson suggested that they bring the documentation so that it could be looked at and everyone could see what was going on.

Richard asked whether the state CIL’s had requested funding.  He was told no.

Dee Ann stated they stated an interest in money, but they did not ask for it.

Dee Ann asks if there was further discussion on this.  As there was none, she asked if there was any other council business that needed to be discussed.
Ramona Harvey asked if the council was going to address any of her official requests.  Dave Nelson interrupted Ramona, telling Dee Ann the council needed to adjourn for public comment.
Dave told Dee Ann  she needed a motion to adjourn so she could open it up to public comment.

Dee Ann stated she would open the floor up for public comment but she would also take the motion for adjournment, because some counsel members had other meetings to attend and may choose to leave after the meeting was adjourned.

Dave Nelson said he would stay, but he a motion to adjourn the meeting the motion was seconded. And the meeting adjourned. (End Audio)
Public comment (Note: The meeting is already officially over)Audio - ICOIL - Public Comment  Ramona attempted to say something but she was interrupted by Dee Ann who announced the floor was open to public comment.
Ramona Harvey asked, if as far as the consultant went, if the council had just given the chair the authority to act whenever the DSU provides the information required by the state plan you were talking about?

Dee Ann Hart told Ramona that public comment was a time she could voice her opinions, not to ask questions.

Ramona Harvey responded reminding Dee Ann that the council refused to provide clarification during the meeting so she needed to get clarification at that point.  She asked again if that was what had happened.
Dave nelson stated that the motion was to give the chair the authority to make sure the council's interests was protected.  He stated that this was not unusual or extraordinary.

Ramona Harvey repeated for clarification, okay so you gave to chair the authority to act on behalf of the council with regard to this issue?

Dave nelson stated they gave to chair the authority to give final approval.  So that it could move forward and the council does not spend the next three months talking about it.

Ramona asked, so the chair was given authority to give final approval on behalf of the council?  They said yes.

Ramona Harvey's next noted the then she still needed to have the information about who were the chairs of the different committees because she still hadn't received that.  She requested that information be given to her.
Ramona Harvey also wanted to know where the committee meetings etc. were being posted because she couldn't find them online.  She asked if the council if they had a website yet.  The council said No.

Ramona Harvey asked the clarification question she had about the 704 report the council refused to address at the meeting.  Ramona noted that the 704 report letter was dated December 21, 2007.  She wanted to know if this was the date that the letter was sent.  Dee Ann said it was. 

Ramona Harvey also wanted to know when the council was going to address her official requests that she officially sent them several times.

Richard simmers asked what was officiality?

Ramona stated that she submitted the requests both orally and in writing officially to the council several ways using all procedures that were available.  Ramona stated again that she would like to know when the council was going to address her concerns.

Dee Ann replied that just because a request more information was sent, comments and requests, and that do not always get the answers you want.


Ramona acknowledged that, but noted that she is not getting any answers.  Because of this she stated that she was just wondering when the council was going to….
Dee Ann talks over Ramona saying maybe there is no response.

Ramona Harvey continued officially address those concerns at a meeting, because she said quite frankly that it was rather tiring to come 100 plus miles just to hear you guys adjourn and stuff like that.  She noted that she was not getting reimbursed or anything like the council members were.

David Nelson told Ramona that she could request anything, but that this did not mean that she was going to get a response.  He continued stating a lot of times when he reads e-mails if he gets an attitude he does not even finish them.  He noted that he did not have any authority to respond to this stuff, but he said the person requesting also has some responsibility.  That responsibility is not one sided.  He stated that she may or may not get a response, and if you don’t there is nothing in state or federal statute or local ordinance saying you will get a response.  He stated that Ramona might try a different tactic if she really wants an answer to her questions.

Ramona noted that Dave was right, that the council had already adjourned so those present did not have any authority to respond, but Ramona pointed out that she does not even have any sort of official response that the council was not going to respond.  She noted that this has not even come down, and it is not in any of the minutes.
She stated again that she just wanted to know when the council was going to respond to any of the issues, because it is not all just issues related to me or people that you just don’t happen to like.

Pat Stewart stated it has been so long since she heard the official requests.

Ramona stated she would send them to her again.

Pat Stewart stated that as she recalled Ramona’s official request was answered, and as she recalled Ramona did not like the answer.

Ramona Harvey stated that she would send the council all of her official requests that have not been answered so that the council can answer these questions at the next meeting.

Pat Stewart stated she did not need the request again, that as she recalled, Ramona’s request was indeed answered, and Ramona did not like the answer.

In response to Pat Stewarts claim, Ramona Harvey asked Al Tolbert to direct her to where in his minutes her requests were actually officially documented, and actually officially responded too.  Ramona Harvey asked Al to please show her where that was done.

Al Tolbert stated he did not have an answer for that and he was not going to give her one.  He said more then likely it was in his file drawer in his office, and more then likely it will stay there.

Ramona Harvey addressed Al Tolbert stating, well, you wrote the minutes so you probably know when it was actually written in there the official addressing of my concerns.

Al Tolbert stated that Ramona was asking him something about the minutes and he did not know anything about that now.  He said he would have to do research.

Ramona acknowledged Al’s need to do research and said that she would allow him to send that information to her via e-mail because everyone on the council has her e-mail.

Dave Nelson said that that was not necessarily going to happen.  He stated that just because you ask for something over and over and over and don’t get the answer you want, it doesn’t mean that you are going to get the answer you are looking for.

Ramona stated that what she was asking for was evidence of an official response for any of the requests she has.

Dave Nelson talked over Ramona telling her that just because she chose to protest and interrupt this meeting on a constant bases doesn’t mean that we are going to do that.  He told Ramona that she had to take responsibility for her behavior here.

Ramona Harvey stated that she did not think this had anything to do with her behavior.

Dave Nelson stated he thought it had everything to do with her behavior.

Ramona noted that she just sat through a meeting where the council did not do anything, she noted the council did not even discuss Independent Living Funds.  She asked what was going on with Independent Living funds.

Dave Nelson interrupted Ramona to tell her that she had interrupted the meeting multiple times.

Ramona Harvey noted that she did that to get clarification, and in order to hear.

Dave Nelson told Ramona that as he saw it that was not her purpose.  Dave Nelson told Ramona that she needed help realizing there was a time to speak and that was not when she was interrupting other people.

Ramona Harvey asked if that meant that she was not allowed to follow along at the meeting and get information?  The council refused to listen, Ramona’s question was ignored.

The council asked if there were any other members of the public that wanted to speak.

Greg Meyer had a several comments.  The first was that he preferred that meetings not be adjourned for public comment, because if a member of the public had a legitimate comment and concern for the council.  He thought it would be good for the entire council quorum to be present to hear.

The next question Greg Meyer directed towards Nancy Young and Dee Ann Hart.  He wanted to know where his information was at.  He clarified that at the last meeting he asked carol baker for his resume and other information back, and then he had three ladies all saying they did not have his information and nobody knew where it was.
Dee Ann told Greg he answered his own question, in that he spoke with Carol Baker, and she was not present, but she was the one who probably has the requested information.

Greg Meyer noted that Carol said that she had given the information to Dee Ann

Dee Ann said that she received word that she may receive information from Carol two weeks ago.  She said last time she checked her e-mail she had nothing regarding Greg in her e-mail from Carol.

Dave Nelson asked Nancy to check on Greg’s private information, because it was a fair request to want that information back.  He asked Nancy to let him know what she found out.

Greg asked that if the process ever changed again, process people who turn in applications under the process that was in place when the application that was submitted.  Greg asked that the council communicate better.

Dee Ann responded noting that after the meeting they said that they would keep his application on file, but at that point in time, she said that told him that they would possibly ask him to fill out additional information.

And Greg stated so you're putting me on hold and not willing to process the information he gave them as is doing the background check.  He noted he has been working with some of the people on this council, and that what he was asking for was a legitimate chance.  And Greg stated he would do what he was going to do regardless of whether or not he was on a board.  He asked the council to communicate better, and not to put people in limbo until they don't know what's going on.
Pat Stewart agreed with Greg that there should have been some courtesy, but she said a lot of the problems the council's having is that they're not able to move because they don't have the consultant.

And Greg asked if a consultant was honestly needed in order to add members.

Pat Stewart explained to Greg why it was important to have a consult.  She stated that they had to have a matrix and represents all different areas of the state and all different types of disabilities, with age diversity etc.  Also, Pat told him in that most of the council members were inundated with other things at the moment.

Greg Meyer and asked if the council was going to follow the rule that they must have a consultant, if they would also follow the rules that they must be compliant and have at least 51% of the people on the council be people with disabilities.  Greg stated that the majority of the council needed to be individuals with disabilities.
Ramona Harvey added that they also needed not to be associated with the Center.

The council acknowledged that they were correct.

Greg asked if it was true they needed a consultant to make a decision, then isn't it also true that they need to be compliant in order to make decisions.

Pat Stewart clarified that the consultant was for helping to do some of the work.  To get the matrix developed and recruit members.  She stated the whole idea is that the CIL directors would be able to step off the council.  She stated they did need to be in compliance but frankly there was not enough people to do the work that needed to be done, and the consultant should have been hired September 1 in order to do this work.  Pat Stewart also mention that in addition to being complaint that they need to get a website which was in the state plan. She stated they worked hard on the state plan and they want to follow it.
(Important Note: they complain about not having the people to do the work yet, I was an active member of the council who rolled up my sleeves, and did the work. and who was willing to help with the website…(I have the knowledge, and skills example: http://www.onecandream.com, plus I am from an area of the state not represented on the council, and am younger then anyone on the council so I fill an age diversity demographic, and I am a person with a disability not employed by a CIL)   I was willing and still would have been working with them to achieve compliance with the law, if they had not decided that it was more important to slander my name without providing evidence, or allowing for due process then it was to be compliant.)
Greg stated, that once this information went to FSA and then came back that the council could easily look at a potential council member and decide without taking a lot of members time, to determine if this person could be a helpful asset in alleviating some of the councils issues.  He stated this could be done without having a consultant on board, but right now we are putting everything on hold.
Greg stated, that if he is not on the council, he is not on it because someone else is going to gain.  He stated he was going to end up putting his time and effort someplace else.  He wanted to let the council know that he was not saying he was a superhero, but that he was just an ordinary guy willing to stand up for other people who whether they were blind or in a wheelchair or whatever don’t have the gumption to stand up against something.  He stated he was young enough, had a voice, and also that he was not hired by anybody, and he does not have any ties to anyone so nobody can fire him.

Richard Simers stated something about there being an interview process with the nominating committee of new potential council members before that information was sent on to the governors office.

Dee Ann Hart had a question if what was being said is if Joe Blow walks in off the street, that there should not be any criteria in place before we hire them.

Greg said, no, that all he was saying was that the old system that he had applied under should have been followed.  Regarding what Richard wanted to do with the interviews, Greg said he thought that would fall under perhaps the new process vs the old process.

Richard provided some clarification that was difficult to understand, but I believe he stated that this was something that was done in the past (See Audio clip of public comment session for yourself), and that the information got forwarded onto the governors office and that the governor made the final decision.
Greg stated that the governors liason just puts their stamp of approval on it, because once this council either says yes or no, it goes that way.

Dave Nelson said he did not know how it was going lately, but that he could speak for the past.  He stated we only wish that it worked that way because he stated that they sent many names over there, and just waited for approval, but never heard anything back from the governor’s office.  He stated that may have changed.

Greg said, the bottom line is where is the information at.  He said he was just looking for the packet.

Dave Nelson asked Nancy to check on that information.

Ramona Harvey asked what was going on with Independent Living funds in Indiana?

Dee Ann responded by noting that it was 2:30 and she needed to leave.  She asked if anyone else wanted to continue, but noted that it did not look like many did and the public comment session was ended.

End public comment Session (END Audio Clip)
